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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Rural  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1950,  which  has 
been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  112/50. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  1950  was  a satisfactory  year  concerning  the  pre- 
valence of  infectious  disease.  A small  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  comprising 
25  cases  which  were  confined  almost  completely  to  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 
There  was  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis  recorded  in  a male  aged  42  which  proved  fatal. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  statistics  for  the  country  show  that  over  nine  million 
children  in  England  and  Wales  have  now  been  immunised  against  diphtheria 
during  the  last  10  years.  As  a consequence,  the  annual  deaths  have  been  reduced 
from  2,800  to  about  95  and  cases  from  55,000  to  less  than  2,000  for  the  country. 

A drop  of  27,000  immunisations  during  the  first  half  of  1950  coupled  with 
the  observation  that  because  of  the  vast  reduction  in  diphtheria  parents  become  less 
alive  to  the  dangers  of  the  disease,  prove  that  renewed  efforts  must  be  made  to 
sustain  the  campaign  if  valuable  ground  is  not  to  be  lost. 

HOUSING.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  the  year  10  houses  were  com- 
pleted at  Lyonshall  and  considerable  progress  was  made  at  Rushock  and  also  at 
Eardisley  and  Pembridge.  The  completion  of  these  houses  will  carry  us  part- 
way along  the  road  to  a full  programme  of  satisfactory  houses  for  all  but  much 
yet  remains  to  be  done  before  it  can  be  said  that  no  one  family  lives  in  insanitary 
or  overcrowded  conditions  in  the  area. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  tender  my  appreciation  to  Mr.  Jolliffe,  your  Sanitary 
Surveyor,  for  his  kind  assistance. 
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L.  N.  GOULD, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONSOF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44,472 

Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,830 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according  to  the  Rate  Books  1,458 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £14,786 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £58  10  10 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF  THE 

YEAR:— 

Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

79 

38 

41 

(Illegitimate) 

4 

1 

3 

Total 

83 

39 

44 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Legitimate) 

2 

1 

1 

(Illegitimate) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

1 

1 

DEATHS  

78 

40 

38 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR  OF  AGE  (Legitimate) 

4 

2 

2 

(Illegitimate) 

— 

— 

— 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 

WALES, 

1950: 

Birth  rate  (per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population) 

17.2 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

... 

15.8 

Still  Birth  rate  (per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

o'” 

0.41 

Still  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

0.37 

Death  rate  (per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population) 

16.1 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  ... 

48.2 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

29.8 

SECTION  B.— CENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Since  the  end  of  the  year  the  Laboratory  has  moved  from  the  County  Offices  to 
new  premises  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 

CLINICS 

Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  schemes  the  following 
Clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the  district:  — 

Child  Welfare  Centre:  In  the  Church  Hall,  Kington,  on  alternate  Tuesdays 
at  2.0  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases:  At  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford,  on  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays. 

The  schemes  also  provide  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Speech 
Therapy,  Paediatric,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  and  Eye  Clinics.  Children  are  referred 
to  these  Clinics  as  and  when  required,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  School 
Medical  or  Infant  Welfare  Authority,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Practitioner. 
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I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Jolliffe,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council,  for 
the  following  statement  (Section  C to  E)  furnished  under  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  INSPECTION 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  greater  part  of  the  area  is  dependent  upon  well  and  spring  supplies, 
and  the  serious  shortage  of  water  during  1949  did  not  recur  due  to  early  abnormal 
rainfall. 

A report  was  requested  from  the  Council’s  Engineering  Surveyor  with  a view 
to  taking  over  a private  supply  at  Lyonshall  and  this  was  under  consideration  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  During  the  year  seven  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for 
Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  and  of  these  six  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  in  addition  four  samples  were  submitted  for  Bacterilogical 
Examination  only,  of  which  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Proposed  public  supplies  for  Pembridge,  Eardisley,  Willersley  and  Winforton 
did  not  materialise  during  the  year  owing  to  expenditure  difficulties  having  to  be 
overcome. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  villages  of  Eardisley  and  Pembridge  are  sewered  and  the  mode  of  dis- 
posal is  by  land  treatment,  from  where  no  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

During  the  year  no  complaints  of  any  pollution  were  received. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

There  are  three  Refuse  Disposal  Centres  under  the  control  of  the  Council, 
but  there  is  no  house  to  house  collection. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTION 


Houses  inspected 

44 

Re-inspections 

61 

Visits  to  new  housing  sites 

696 

Building  Byelaws  visits 

211 

Water  samples  taken 

11 

Milk  samples  taken 

66 

Food  premises  inspected 

16 

Infectious  disease  visits 

4 

Premises  disinfected 

4 

Premises  disinfected 

1 

Complaints  investigated 

52 

Miscellaneous  visits 

Total 

232 

1,398 

NOTICES  ISSUED 


Informal 

23 

Statutory 

6 

Complied  with 

27 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


INSPECTIONS  UNDER  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

1. — Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

11 

11 

1 

2. — Factories  not  included  in  1 , in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

2 

4 

2 

3. — Other  premises  in  which  Sect. 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers’ premises 









Total  

13 

13 

3 



Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 


Particulars 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 
Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

Unreasonable  Temp.  (S.  3)  ... 
Inadequate  Ventilations  (S. 
Ineffective  Drainage  of  floors  (S.  6, 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective  ... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to 
outwork) 

Total  


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  found  cases  in 

Referred  which 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  were 

instituted 


3 


3 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


During  the  year  under  review  more  progress  was  made  on  the  erection  of 
houses  in  the  area  than  during  any  period  since  the  programme  began  in  1945. 
At  Lyonshall,  ten  houses  were  completed  and  made  ready  for  occupation,  the 
site  being  completely  developed  during  the  year.  This  must  be  considered  a 
notable  achievement  as  roads,  sewers,  sewage  disposal  plant,  electricity  and  water 
supply  all  had  to  be  laid  on  to  the  site  as  well  as  the  erection  of  the  houses,  and 
the  whole  of  the  work  was  executed  by  one  contractor  who  experienced  difficulties 
of  shortages  of  labour  and  material.  Progress  at  Rushock  was  maintained,  in  spite 
of  initial  delays  eight  houses  were  roofed  by  the  end  of  December,  and  on  this 
site  oversite  levelling  had  to  be  carried  out  before  building  operations  could 
commence.  House  building  commenced  at  Eardisley  when  the  external  services 

had  been  completed,  during  January  all  the  houses  were  roofed  and  approaching 
completion  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  these  ten  houses  tenders  for  a 
further  twelve  houses  to  complete  the  site  were  invited  during  the  month  of 
December.  The  erection  of  the  houses  at  Pembridge  was  in  hand,  and  in  spite 
of  the  exceptional  and  prolonged  rainfall  six  of  the  twelve  houses  proposed  had 
been  completely  roofed.  It  must  be  placed  on  record  that  during  the  year  early 
frost  and  snow  over  several  months  hampered  building  operations  considerably. 
During  the  year  preliminary  details  for  houses  at  Winforton,  Byton,  Kinsham  and 
Staunton-on-Arrow  were  completed;  the  site  at  Titley  considered  but  held  in 
abeyance,  and  sites  at  Knill  and  Stapleton  surveyed.  Despite  these  excellent 
efforts  made,  there  is  yet  much  to  be  done  to  reduce  the  ever  increasing  lists  of 
applicants  for  housing  accommodation,  and  these  lists  are  evidence  that  provision 
of  housing  accommodation  must  continue  unabated. 


The  provision  of  permanent  housing  accommodation  was  supplemented  by 
the  completion  of  sixty-four  dwellings  converted  from  army  huts  at  Hergest  Camp. 
Half  of  the  housing  units  completed  were  let  to  residents  from  the  Kington  Urban 
Area.  Twenty-two  families  are  “ squatting  ” in  unconverted  huts  at  this  camp, 
and  attempts  are  being  made  to  relieve  any  unsanitary  conditions  arising  there- 
from. Six  or  seven  of  these  squatters  are  part  of  that  group  of  humanity  defined 
as  “ Problem  Families.”  These  families  make  little  or  no  endeavour  to  live  as 
human  beings  should  live,  and  then  consider  their  mean  living  arrangements  to 
be  the  height  of  luxury.  All  attempts  to  persuade  them  to  improve  their  stan- 
dards of  living  meet  with  indifference  and  even  hostility.  Fortunately  the  remain- 
ing squatters  are  making  the  best  of  their  circumstances  and  in  the  main  are 
homeless  families.  Four  of  these  squatting  families  lost  their  homes  through  no 
fault  of  their  own.  At  least  two  of  the  families  were  evicted  from  houses  follow- 
ing the  issue  of  certificates  by  the  Agriculture  Executive  Committee,  which  indi- 
cated that  the  accommodation  they  occupied  was  required  for  Agricultural 
workers.  The  need  for  houses  to  accommodate  land  workers  is  recognised,  but 
surely  some  means  could  be  devised  whereby  housing  authorities  could  be  con- 
sulted before  families  can  be  rendered  homeless  and  an  additional  burden  placed 
on  an  already  overburdened  authority.  Private  enterprise  played  its  part  in  the 
provision  of  houses  during  the  year  notwithstanding  the  considerable  difficulties 
placed  upon  private  enterprise  by  the  policy  of  the  Central  Government. 
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Two  licences  to  erect  houses  were  granted,  one  for  an  Agricultural  cottage, 
which  was  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year,  a second  licence  was  granted 
to  a person  to  erect  a house  for  himself  by  himself.  Two  houses  are  under  con- 
struction by  means  of  a grant  in  accordance  with  the  Provision  of  Section  3 of  the 
Housing  Financial  Provision  Act,  1938,  to  be  occupied  by  agricultural  workers. 

No  application  was  received  under  Part  2 of  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

In  view  of  the  application  during  1949  of  the  Rural  Housing  Section,  there 
were  no  inspections  of  houses  carried  out. 

Complaints  as  to  unsatisfactory  housing  accommodation  were  dealt  with  as 
they  arose. 


SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Sixteen  food  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  only  one  shop  was 
not  satisfactory.  The  redecoration  required  was  carried  out  immediately  on 
receipt  of  an  informal  instruction. 

No  case  of  unsound  food  arose  during  the  year. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  sampling  of  the  ungraded  sup- 
plies of  school  milks  was  undertaken  and  63  samples  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion were  taken  as  well  as  six  for  biological  examination.  One  of  the  latter  was 
T.B.  positive.  The  supply  of  milk  to  two  schools  was  stopped  following  repeated 
unsatisfactory  samples. 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES,  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  figures  are  presented  through  information  supplied  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1950  who  had  completed  a course  of 
Immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1936). 


Total  Estimated  Mid-Year 
Under  child  population,  1950 


Age  at  Under  1 
31.  12  50 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15 

Under 

5 

5-14 

Total 

i.e.  Born  1950 
in  year 

49 

48 

47 

46 

41- 

45 

36- 

40 

2 

38 

63 

61 

56 

316 

301 

837 

387 

736 

1123 

These  figures  indicate  that  56.8%  of  the  child  population  under  five  years  of 
age  has  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  as  compared  with  54.7%  at  the  end 
of  1949.  83.8%  of  the  child  population  of  5-14  years  has  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria  as  compared  with  78.9%  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  To  sum  up, 
74.5%  of  the  children  under  15  years  of  age  has  been  immunised  compared  with 
70.5%  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1950,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of 
twenty-one  males  and  twenty-three  females  who  normally  reside  within  the  district. 

During  the  year,  nine  new  cases  were  notified,  eight  on  account  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  one  because  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  in  parts  of  the  body 
other  than  the  lungs. 

During  the  same  period,  two  deaths  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
occurred,  one  left  the  district  and  one  was  de-notified. 


The  following  figures  give  a comparison  of  the  number  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  in  each  of  the  Local  Authority  districts  in  Northern  Hereford- 
shire : — - 


Prevalence  of  Tuberculosis  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident  population. 


Bromyard  Urban 

7.3 

Bromyard  Rural 

4.9 

Kington  Urban 

9.6 

Kington  Rural 

9.1 

Leominster  Borough 

7.0 

Leominster  & Wigmore  Rural 

7.0 

Weobley  Rural 

10.1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

I. — Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

1 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 





3.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 



4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

' — 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  & lymphatic 

— 

— 

— 

neoplasms  ... 

4 

2 

6 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

— i 

1 

1 

17. — Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .. 

9 

5 

14 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

2 

8 

10 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

7 

6 

13 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

22.  Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

23.  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

24.  Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

— 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

2 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

2 

5 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

35.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

All  causes 

78 
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